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. MOUNT ELLIS °
CLASSIC LI N E SOUTHERN GALLATIN RANGE
ELEVATION: 8,290 FEET

ELEVATION GAIN : 2,890 FEET.

ROUNDTRIP DISTANCE:
ABOUT 8 MILES

espite being one of the closest and more prominent peaks ringing on the way down when gravity really starts tugging.
D Bozeman, skiing Mount Ellis has elements of wilderness and adventure There are several excellent points to drop into some serious tree skiing after
usually only found much deeper in woods much farther away. gaining the ridge, and maybe taking a moment to look over the small cluster of
The skin track starts from the New World Gulch trailhead at the end of Bear civilization in the valley.
Canyon, about five minutes from downtown. Close though it may look, the The crowning jewel, so to speak, is “The Burn” atop Ellis proper. The naturally
mountain still takes a little work to reach. thinned stands of pines and steep, wide swathes of white look like they belong
A few brisk climbs aside, the approach is mostly a pleasant, meandering tour among manicured resort slopes — except for the lack of tracks.
through a series of narrow meadows before opening up at the bottom of the Unlike many other backcountry jaunts, this is almost literally all downhill on

bowl formed by Mount Ellis, Little Ellis and the ridge connecting the two. It's not  the way out.
an Olympic luge course per se, but things do get a little pinched as the trail picks

through denser stands of pines in a thin

creek cut. It's usually only an issue

Above, Geoff Hill follows a
skin track up Mount Ellis.
‘The Burn’on Ellis, far left,
is as favorite run for local
backcountry skiers. Little
Ellis is shown above.



